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Reduction of bureaucratic burden for companies and SMEs through elimination of journey
forms as required proof for occasional passenger transport

Dear Commissioner, cjea/( p?@SlO(OE;(

The European Commission has set itself the target to reduce bureaucracy and enhance
competitiveness. In your mission letter you are tasked with achieving a 25% reduction in
reporting obligations for European companies and of at least 35% for SMEs. To achieve this
ambitious yet necessary goal, it is vital to listen to the needs of the transport industry and
find out where bureaucratic reduction is needed and feasible. | would like to present to you
today one concrete example, which the road transport industry deems to be in urgent need
of reform:

Regulation (EU) 2024/1258 establishes derogations for bus companies in occasional
passenger transport regarding minimum breaks and daily and weekly rest periods. While this
provides much-needed flexibility for the industry, the burden of proof complicates the
utilisation of this derogation and can lead to unexpected fines for companies in certain
member states, notably Italy.

To prove that bus travel happens in the realm of occasional passenger transport in
distinction to regular road passenger transport, companies are obliged to carry a completed
journey form with them (Regulation (EU) 2024/1258, Art. 1, (4)).

While today the journey form has to be carried on board the vehicle in a paper-based
format, the regulation already spells out the way to digitalise this process. Digitalisation can
be a helpful tool to streamline procedures; however, the industry understandably calls for a
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complete abolishment of the journey form, as it creates an additional bureaucratic burden
for companies and for drivers.

Additionally, companies from the occasional passenger transport sector have contacted me
to inform me about disproportionate roadside checks in some Member States, where the
journey form was objected to and high fines were imposed based on simple errors.

IRU and ECR have prepared information on how to fill in, use and control the journey form
for international occasional transport in the EU. Nevertheless, the process stays
overcomplicated, and its abolishment could be a prime example by the European
Commission that it is taking the promised reduction of bureaucratic burden seriously.

| therefore urge you to perform a reality check on the need for the journey form for
international occasional transport and whether the Commission could, in the spirit of trust
in our European companies and SMEs, abolish this outdated instrument.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and for assessing the situation. The
Commission's commitment to reducing bureaucracy and supporting the competitiveness of
European SMEs is much appreciated. | look forward to your response on this important
issue.

Kind regards,
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Markus Ferber, MEP



